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Background and aim: The purpose of this study is to examine the thematic trend of articles
presented in the journal Accident Analysis & Prevention (AAP) between 2014 and 2023 and
to determine the distribution pattern of articles based on the content of the published articles.
Materials and methods: All articles published in AAP between 2014 and 2023 were
retrieved from the journal's website using a census sampling method. Thematic classification
of articles in international journals in the field of safety was used as a data collection tool.
Based on direct content analysis, the topic of each article was recorded by the researcher
according to the thematic classification and was confirmed by safety experts. Excel 2021
software was used for data recording and analysis.

Findings: Twenty-four themes were extracted from 3,431 published articles. Of these, four
main themes including "Incident investigation, analysis and modeling", "Hazard analysis, risk
assessment, and risk management”, "Traffic and transportation safety”, "Safety psychology
and behavior-based safety" accounted for about 67% of the articles published in different
years. The topics "Traffic and transportation safety" and "Safety psychology and behavior-
based safety" have been increasingly on the rise in recent years. Authors from the United
States contributed the largest share of articles, accounting for 27 percent of all publications.
Conclusion: The thematic framework and publication patterns extracted in this study indicate
that the focus and research trends have increasingly shifted toward methodological aspects of
hazards and accidents, as well as psychological aspects of safety in traffic, transportation, and
large-scale industries. However, some other aspects such as systems thinking, ethics in safety,
and applied research—especially in small workplaces—require more attention, which could
be considered in the needs assessment of future research.
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